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Make sure ‘UChoose’ your community projects
WEST Middlesbrough’s popular UChoose programme - which offers grants to community groups who want to improve their area and their communities – is once again open for business.

The 2010 UChoose programme has just been announced by local charity, West Middlesbrough Neighbourhood Trust (WMNT), and residents have until Friday 25 June 2010 to get their applications in. 

This is the third year that WMNT has run the scheme which is designed to give people living in Newport, West Lane and Whinney Banks a chance to come up with their own ideas and projects to make a difference to their area – and bid for funding from the UChoose pot.
In previous years, the rules stated that projects must make the neighbourhood cleaner, greener or safer to qualify for funding.  This year, the criteria has been widened to include schemes that benefit the community in other ways including bringing health improvements, raising educational aspirations, boosting community pride and promoting cultural diversity.
Projects must benefit the community rather than an individual, and must provide benefit beyond the duration of the project. The maximum grant available for each project is £3000. 

Projects are initially assessed by WMNT’s Neighbourhood Management Group to ensure that they meet the programme’s criteria, and will then go forward to a public voting event where residents of West Middlesbrough can vote on which projects they think deliver the most benefits to the area. 

 

Sixteen projects were funded in 2008 and a further thirteen in 2009, and ranged from alleyway makeovers, new bike sheds and school ponds, to initiatives for young people, storage for sports equipment and community gardens. 

 

Sharon Stuttard, Chair of WMNT said: “We’re delighted to be running UChoose again this year. It was a great success in 2008 and 2009 and helped to bring together lots of people who had a shared desire to improve their area.  
“We hope that by expanding the criteria for the grants, people will put forward more diverse projects that not only help to improve the look and feel of the area, but also the wellbeing and aspirations of people who live in West Middlesbrough. So come on people – here’s your chance to turn your ideas into reality!”
Funding will be decided at a public voting event at the WMNT Resource Centre in Meath St on Saturday 10th July.

Residents interested in submitting an application to the 2010 UChoose programme can download a form from the WMNT website, www.wmnt.co.uk or pick one up from the WMNT office at 99 Acklam Road.  For more details, or help filling in the application, call Mel Cook on (01642) 856044.
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