Web Plan to Unite Owners with Stolen or Lost Items

Cleveland Police is launching a website service in a final bid to trace the owners of valuable items handed into or recovered by the force.

The move is in addition to the standard periods of time during which the force stores and tries to trace the owners of recovered property.

The first items featured will be two specialist mountain bikes which remain unclaimed despite being valued at over £1000 each.

If items featured on the website remain unclaimed then they will be sold off through a partnership between Reliance – who manage the police property store – and the West Middlesbrough Neighbourhood Trust with the proceeds being ploughed back into local charities and community projects.

Matters have reached a head because the force property store is now full and if items are not disposed of the Force will have to use public money to hire further secure premises.

“The law allows forces to sell off unclaimed recovered goods and, like many police forces, Cleveland Police has used auction houses in the past,” said Superintendent Karen Ravenscroft, Middlesbrough District Commander and Chair of the Cleveland Police Property User Group.

“But the matter has now become critical because the force property store is full and in these current times, when the public purse is so stretched, I do not think we could justify spending public money hiring further secure storage space.

“Some of these items are quite valuable and we wanted to go the extra mile in trying to trace the owners before disposing of them.

“By using the force website we can ensure as many people as possible have a chance to view the more valuable items and claim them.  If they remain unclaimed then the link up with the Trust and Reliance will help achieve the best possible return which will be used to help support the delivery of local community based projects and neighbourhood policing.

“What I must stress is that, regardless of time, no item will be disposed of if it is required for evidential purposes.”

Under the Police Property Act, lost property handed into the police is held for at least 28 days before disposal whilst property recovered by police and suspected of being stolen is held for at least three months.

Supt Ravenscroft added: “We would far rather return property to its rightful owners and I would urge everyone to make sure items such as bikes, TVs, DVD players and laptops are security marked and to report any thefts.”

The partnership arose after Mel Cook, Community Manager at the West Middlesbrough Neighbourhood Trust, heard a talk on community cohesion by Supt Ravenscroft.

She approached Reliance, who run the force property store, and asked if they had unclaimed items that could be sold to raise funds for local projects.

Mel said: “We recently launched the Usell service whereby we will collect goods from members of the public and sell them on Ebay.

“We then pay the proceeds to the person but keep a proportion to cover costs and invest in local community projects.

“We are delighted to link up with Reliance and the police in this way and would urge any other members of the public or businesses with unwanted items or stock to get in touch.”

Jamie Keith, Central Property Store Manger, said: “Action needed to be taken because the property store is full. Over the past two years we have partnered with several charities and local government initiatives to deliver the best service to Cleveland Police whilst helping neighbourhood groups.

“This innovative link up between ourselves, Cleveland Police and the WMNT aims to find the owners of property and, in cases where they cannot be found, to maximise the return for the police and local community projects.” 

The first items to feature are two specialised mountain bikes valued at over £1,000 each which can now be viewed atwww.cleveland.police.uk/advice-information/police-auctions.aspx 

Computers, DVD players, TVs and other recovered items are expected to feature in future months.

Items which remain unclaimed will then be sold off via the WMNT auction site at http://stores.ebay.co.uk/usell during the week commencing November 1st 2010. The site already features lower value items including games consoles, bikes, tools, electricals and other goods.


 

