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Residents choose at community grant event
PEOPLE living in Newport, West Lane and Whinney Banks turned out in force on Saturday 10 July to cast their votes to decide which community projects were awarded cash funding from WMNT’s popular UChoose programme.

Almost 100 West Middlesbrough residents had their say at this year’s UChoose Voting Event – the third of its kind to be held at the WMNT Resource Centre.
 

It was a real family day out, with plenty to keep the kids occupied while the adults had a chance to consider all the projects on display.  Representatives from all the projects were also on hand in case anyone needed more information.
 

A total of 16 projects had been put forward by residents, schools, and community groups across the WMNT area, in the third UChoose programme which WMNT has run. All the project ideas focused on making the area a better place to live and work. 

Votes were counted while the buffet was served, and the results were announced at the end of the day by Community Projects Manager, Mel Cook, with cheques being presented by Chair of WMNT, Sharon Stuttard.  Twelve projects received funding and WMNT will now be working with these projects to help make them a reality and to ensure that all work to set up the projects is completed by March 2011.
The winning projects which received funding at the 2010 UChoose Voting Event are set out below:
 
	Project
	COST
	Project Summary

	1. Newport Primary School
	£3000
	To improve the communal play areas by installing interactive floor markings for the children including number works and new signage in a range of languages

	2. Whinney Banks Primary School
	£1800
	Received funding last year to renovate the pond and quadrangle. This year’s grant will help the school to carry out further development work by forming a garden and nature club involving pupils and parents to care for the quadrangle

	3. Just 4 Youth
	£3000
	To set up a ‘youth bank’ for the third consecutive year.  This will allow young people in the area to take responsibility within their community. They will source ideas in groups to make decisions on what will affect them on a day to day basis within their local area.

	4. Over 60s Club
	£1940
	The over 60s club meet once a week every Monday in the Meath Street Resource Centre and would like to bring in new members from the local neighbourhood to generate a larger group

	5. Archibald Primary School 
	£2000
	To establish and run two courses for adults and children to join together and learn within family groups. The first course is a fun and fitness activity session to encourage healthy living. The second course is a 6 week structured healthy food cooking course for families

	6. Pimp by Bike
	£2975
	A steel container storage facility to enable the community centre and its users to expand on current events and projects. Also to establish a permanent base for the ‘Pimp my Bike’ project which will allow the project to continue for many years to come

	7. St Cuthbert’s Youth & Community Centre
	£2998.36
	Employ a qualified fitness instructor to introduce healthy drinks (smoothies) to people of all ages and promote healthy lifestyles

	8. Walkers and Strollers
	£460
	To arrange a series of walks to promote health through activity. There will be two walks in the West Middlesbrough area and we would encourage people by providing a buffet or picnic at the end of each walk

	9. Ayresome Grange Road/Bell Street Residents
	£1710
	To improve on the existing alleyway in Ayresome Grange Road and Bell Street by securing the gates, replacing stolen items and adding more plants and bedding

	10.Whinney Banks Youth & Community Centre
	£2979
	To run three workshops with Apollo Arts, focusing on creating community art which will be displayed in the Whinney Banks area, music which will be recorded onto CD to promote the area and a day of learning a musical instrument and performing

	11. Longford/Meath St Residents
	£2254.82
	To provide further facilities for residents and children in the community area. To secure shading in areas of the alleyway and larger planters for vegetable growing which is becoming increasingly popular. Also to have games and activities for children and facilities to provide outside cooking

	12. Acklam Grange School
	£3000
	To run an art project connected to the school’s international charity initiative. The project will be entirely resource based and will involve pupils, staff and members of the local community to design and produce artwork which will be displayed in the new school buildings


 

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY:  To arrange a photo opportunity, call Mel Cook on 01642 856044.
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